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ANNEX 2

The DfES report, ‘Inclusion: Does it matter where pupils are taught?’ (July 2006) examines factors that promote good outcomes across a range of different provisions for pupils with SEN.

The key findings were: 

Effective provision was distributed equally among the mainstream and special schools visited, however mainstream schools with additionally resourced provision were particularly successful in achieving high outcomes for pupils academically, socially and personally. 

The provision of additional resources to pupils – such as support from teaching assistants – did not ensure good quality intervention or adequate progress by pupils. There was a misconception that provision of additional resources was the key requirement for individual pupils, whereas the survey findings showed that key factors for good progress were: the involvement of a specialist teacher; good assessments; work tailored to challenge pupils sufficiently; and commitment from school leaders to ensure good progress for all pupils. 

There was no agreement about what constituted good progress for pupils with SEN. Schools rarely questioned themselves as rigorously about the rate of pupils with SEN as they did for those who did not have SEN; LAs were unable to make secure judgements about the effectiveness of different schools; and national trends were difficult to determine. 

Guidance produced by the DfES ‘Planning and Developing Special Educational Provision’ (May 2007) is intended for LAs and others responsible for making decisions about the organisation of provision for SEN.

The SEN Improvement Test 

21.  When proposing any reorganisation of SEN provision, including that which might lead to some children being displaced through closures or alterations, LAs, and all other proposers for new schools or new provision, will need to demonstrate to parents, the local community and decision makers how the proposed alternative arrangements are likely to lead to improvements in the standard, quality and/or range of educational provision for children with special educational needs. All consultation documents and reorganisation plans that LAs publish and all relevant documentation LAs and other proposers submit to decision makers should show how the key factors set out in the paragraphs below have been taken into account. Proposals which do not credibly meet these requirements should not be approved and decision makers should take proper account of parental or independent representations which question the LA’s own assessment in this regard.  
Key factors 

22.   When LAs are planning changes to their existing SEN provision, and in order to meet the requirement to demonstrate likely improvements in provision, they should: 

• 
identify the details of the specific educational benefits that will flow from the proposals in terms of: 

(a)
improved access to education and associated services including the curriculum, wider school activities, facilities and equipment, with reference to the LA’s Accessibility Strategy 

(b) 
improved access to specialist staff, both education and other professionals, including any external support and/or outreach services 

(c) 
improved access to suitable accommodation 

(d) 
improved supply of suitable places 

•
LAs should also: 

(i)
obtain a written statement that offers the opportunity for all providers of      existing and proposed provision to set out their views on the changing pattern of provision seeking agreement where possible 

(ii)
clearly state arrangements for alternative provision. A ‘hope’ or ‘intention’ to find places elsewhere is not acceptable. Wherever possible, the host or alternative schools should confirm in writing that they are willing to receive pupils, and have or will have all the facilities necessary to provide an appropriate curriculum. 

(iii)
specify the transport arrangements that will support appropriate access to the premises by reference to the LA’s transport policy for SEN and disabled children 

(iv)
specify how the proposals will be funded and the planned staffing arrangements that will be put in place. 
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